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African American Studies- Book Review
In the mainstream narrations, such as in Hollywood and history books, we have heard about how America is a glorious land with a rich and cohesive history and jointly prospers as one great, united nation. The reality is that it is a complex society with its own share of shortfalls especially sharp racial division, suffering and discrimination directed at minority rates. African Americans, in particular have been the tortured, abused, undermined and discriminated race. From the slavery-era sufferings, mass incarcerations and exposure to police brutality today, there so much to Blackness than just skin color. Many bold writers such as Ta-Nehisi Coates in Between the World and Me, have boldly and plainly exposed the hurting inequalities, sufferings and pain directed towards the African Americans. 
Reading through this text, majorly directed to Samori, his son, I grasp very compelling viewpoints that associate the African American identity with pain, abuse and suffering that goes on seemingly with no end. Coates begins by acknowledging that there is nothing innocent about the American dream and progress. His understanding is that there is and has been so much violence, brutality and discrimination against the African American people and it has driven a wedge in what Americanism ought to be. As a critical reader, I greatly emphasize with Coates’ thought-provoking views on the sad reality of racial division. Puzzlingly, Coates does not seem to get a grasp on why such division and discrimination persist. Further on, I am particularly intrigued in the way the author boldly challenges democracy terming it as “a forgiving God” as the nation uses it to cover for the torture, enslavement and suffering of the people of color (Coates 6). Based on this, I relate to Coates’ irony of how America sees itself as “exceptional, the greatest and noblest nation ever to exist” yet there the wounds of minorities, past and present, reveal the filth and utter discrimination and suffering (Coates 17). 
Then, Coates’ message to his son, Samori, explores police brutality against the colored people often with no consequences to the White police officers. For instance, Coates’ reminds the son about how the killers of Michael Brown will go free. With a colored skin, there is no escaping the risk of exposure to brutality and the author laments that there is no escaping from it. In my assessment, I find Coates is more of a realist and even does not comfort his son but plainly lays out the reality of suffering at the hands of police. For instance, he professes that “the police departments of your country have been endowed with the authority to destroy your body. It does not matter if the destruction is the result of an unfortunate overreaction” (Coates 9).  
Finally, in my reflection on Coates’s work, it is evident that the American racism problem is human-made and currently, there is no end in sight. The author cites that young populations are equally affected. For instance, just as in real life, even when an African American student is well behaved, fair treatment is still an illusion (Coates 51). I perceive it as a rational decision for the author not to offer no false optimism, but affirm that African Americans have to survive within the oppressive and unequal society they live in. This can be seen in minority households where parenting is tighter as parents are protective of their children from hurtful society (p. 18). In its entirety, this chapter acknowledges the pain, struggles of African Americans, affirms their nobility in keeping perseverance (p. 64) and hopes they “man up” (p. 66) to deal with the truths of the oppressive reality. 
Secondly, the third Chapter of Alexander’s New Jim Crow, The Color of Justice dives in the issue of mass incarceration and the seemingly unequal justice to the disfavor of the African American minorities. From a reader’s point of view, I find that the chapter paints a disturbing picture of how unfortunate being an African American can be. Reading through the chapter, I get the biased connection between drug use, criminality and the African American identity and how it leaves a trail of suffering. Alexander opens up with two cases involving a couple of young African American parents ending up being implicated in crime is common to the racial minorities. Just like the author’s citation of high incarceration rates attributed to African Americans (between 80 and 90 percent), the patterns still persists to the modern day (Alexander 96). From both a social and scientific point of view, Alexander tries to critique this scenario and make meaning out of this trend. For instance, they use some sociological theories to ascertain that criminality is linked to poor and racial minorities. In a critical reflection, I identify that while Alexander majors on mass incarceration and criminality, the real focus is on the social structure of the American society. The African American race is largely discriminated against and incarceration is just one key way to tell the story. 

Additionally, in a bold and compelling way, Alexander observes the bias in linking drugs and criminality to colored individuals and deduced that the contemporary criminal justice system is racist. While he admits that there is no concrete evidence, cases such as McCleskey vs. Kemp offer a strong hint towards this viewpoint (Alexander 106). Also disparities in mandatory minimum sentences with drug use seems to unfair disadvantage the colored minorities. The thesis statement in this  chapter is stressed here; “The great debate over whether black men have been targeted by the criminal justice system or unfairly treated in the War on Drugs often overlooks the obvious” (Alexander 100).  From this, I gather that the concept of “colorblindness” in the country is all too pretentious. Since, by social status, the African American are deemed second-rate citizens (Alexander 139), the notion of “tough on crime” is a façade that stands to oppress these racial minorities. Yet, the dangerous aspect that that the association of African Americans to crime and drug usage continued to be normalized in the ordinary citizens. Bottom-line, I believe that Alexander in a successful way attempts to unveil evidence that the scales of justice have titled and African American minorities pay the highest price. 
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